sufycient numbers of pupils to be viable, so
opened its doors to the sons of seamen, and ynally
to the sons of gentlemen. To encourage wider
access, it was ofycially re-named Eltham College
in 1904, although that name had been used on
some school documents as early as 1892. The
dining-hall and the swimming pool were already
present when the Royal Naval School purchased
the property, and before they moved in, they built
a chemical lab, a lecture room and a covered gym
(now the Sixth Form Centre). A new pagstaff was
brought from the fortress of Kars, besieged by
the Russians in the Crimean War, and permission
was given to py the White Ensign. Nevertheless,
lack of support meant that the Royal Naval School
was forced to close in 1910.

The present Eltham College originates from the
School for the Sons of Missionaries, dating back
to 1842. The school was based in Blackheath
from 1857 and by the turn of the century had

The NEW S.S.M.

ELTHAM COLLEGE, MOTTINGHAM KENT.

“The Members of the §.8.M. OLD BOY'S ASSOCIATION, having
heard with pleasure of the proposed purchase and equipment of
Eltham College for S.S.M., give the Committee (heir hearty
support and pledge themselves to do their utmost in raising a sum
of, at least, £1000 as their contribution to thc cost.”

S.S.M. OLD BOY'S ASSOCIATION.

October, 1970

outgrown its premises.

The school was fortunate that the new property
became available, and bought it from the Royal
Naval School for A6800, ynally moving to the new
premises in 1912. At that time the school had
only very limited playing-yelds. Once installed
in their new site, the new owners SSM decided
to keep the name Eltham College. Since then
numerous additions have been made to the fabric
of the school, including a sports centre, a theatre,
a modern library, new modern language facilities,
a design and technology centre and most recently
the conversion of the boarding house into the
Music School.

Eltham College Grove Park Road
London, SE9 4QF

Phone: 020 8857 1455

Email: ms@eltham-college.org.uk
Web: www.eltham-college.org.uk

www.elthamians.net
Eltham College is a company registered in England and
Wales limited by Guarantee. Company Number 3245525

Registered Charity Number 1058438
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